
Patrick McCabe ’21 
Arabic and political science major
First: Youth ambassador, U.S. 
Pavilion, Expo 2020 Dubai
Now: Public affairs master’s student, 
Princeton University

“The best part of Notre Dame's Arabic 
program is the diversity of courses 
offered. I really enjoyed being able 
to take classes on understanding 
topics in Arabic ranging from media 
and folklore to political thought 
and religion. I also appreciated how 
encouraged we were to study abroad, 
and my Arabic developed significantly 
by applying my language skills in 
Jordan, Jerusalem, and Morocco while 
a student at Notre Dame.
“As a graduate student, I use my 
Arabic skills frequently to better 
follow and understand the issues I am 
studying. I took a course last semester 
on Building a Future Framework for 
Syria, and it was very helpful to be 
able to read Syria's new transitional 
constitution in Arabic before 
discussing it in class the next week.
“On a personal level, I feel so grateful 
for the opportunities learning Arabic 
has given me to meet people from 
across such a large and diverse region 
of the world. Living with host families 
and making friends while getting 
to see so many unique parts of the 
Middle East and North Africa have 
been incredible experiences.
“Learning Arabic is a lifelong journey, 
as there are so many different dialects 
you can learn, and it is exciting that 
there is always something more to 
build on."

Study Arabic.  
Do anything.

of Notre Dame Arabic majors find success  
within six months of graduation.

al.nd.edu

99%

 
 

Analyst, U.S. Government
Assistant, Office of the Wisconsin 		
	 Governor
Associate, AlphaSights
Business analyst, McKinsey & Co.
Client services associate,  
	 Morning Consult LLC
Commodity trader trainee,  
	 Louis Dreyfus Company
Compliance analyst, AQR Capital 
Management
Consultant, LEK Consulting
Counterterrorism intern, Institute for 	
	 the Study of War
E-commerce manager, Hollywood  
	 Feed LLC
Fellow, Command Group
Global associate, American University 	
	 in Cairo
Intern, Tantur Ecumenical Institute
Military analyst, Booz Allen Hamilton
Paralegal, Simeone and Miller
Peace process and programming 		
	 specialist, IEA Corporation
Program assistant, Atlantic Council
Research associate, Expert Institute
Staff domain specialist,  
	 MITRE Corporation
Staff research specialist,  
	 University of Pennsylvania
Teacher, Mount Carmel Academy

23%
enrolled in  
graduate or  
professional school

Anthropology: University of Texas  
at Austin
Arabic: University of Michigan
Dentistry: University of Pennsylvania
Law: Columbia University, Fordham 
University, Georgetown University, UCLA
Medicine: Baylor College of Medicine, 
Washington University
National security studies:  
Daniel Morgan Graduate School of 
National Security
Social work: University of Southern 
California
Social sciences: University of Chicago
Translation: New York University

7% 
entered  
service  
programs
Alliance for Catholic Education,  
	 San Jose, California
Jesuit Volunteer Corps,  
	 Baltimore, Maryland
Pacific Alliance for Catholic Education, 	
	 Honolulu, Hawaii
Peace Corps, Comoros

54%
started  
full-time jobs 

(Completing an internship, conducting 
research, taking a gap year, pursuing 
independent creative or freelance work, 
volunteering, etc.)

2% 
pursued  
other  
opportunities

12%
joined the 
military

Curriculum requirements
6 courses in Arabic language

1 course in Arabic literature

1 course in Middle Eastern history

1 course in Islamic studies

1 elective
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